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WHO Updates (COVID-19)

Joint Statement by QU Dongyu, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus and Roberto
Azevedo, Directors-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the World
Trade Organization (WTO)

Millions of people around the world depend on international trade for their food
security and livelihoods. As countries move to enact measures aiming to halt the
accelerating COVID-19 pandemic, care must be taken to minimise potential
impacts on the food supply or unintended consequences on global trade and
food security.

When acting to protect the health and well-being of their citizens, countries
should ensure that any trade-related measures do not disrupt the food supply
chain. Such disruptions including hampering the movement of agricultural and
food industry workers and extending border delays for food containers, result
in the spoilage of perishables and increasing food waste. Food trade restrictions
could also be linked to unjustified concerns on food safety. If such a scenario




were to materialize, it would disrupt the food supply chain, with particularly
pronounced consequences for the most vulnerable and food insecure
populations.

Uncertainty about food availability can spark a wave of export restrictions,
creating a shortage on the global market. Such reactions can alter the balance
between food supply and demand, resulting in price spikes and increased price
volatility. We learned from previous crises that such measures are particularly
damaging for low-income, food-deficit countries and to the efforts of
humanitarian organizations to procure food for those in desperate need.

We must prevent the repeat of such damaging measures. It is at times like this
that more, not less, international cooperation becomes vital. In the midst of the
COVID-19 lockdowns, every effort must be made to ensure that trade flows as
freely as possible, specially to avoid food shortage. Similarly, it is also critical that
food producers and food workers at processing and retail level are protected to
minimise the spread of the disease within this sector and maintain food supply
chains. Consumers, in particular the most vulnerable, must continue to be able
to access food within their communities under strict safety requirements.

We must also ensure that information on food-related trade measures, levels of

food production, consumption and stocks, as well as on food prices, is available
to all in real time. This reduces uncertainty and allows producers, consumers
and traders to make informed decisions. Above all, it helps contain ‘panic
buying’ and the hoarding of food and other essential items.

Now is the time to show solidarity, act responsibly and adhere to our common
goal of enhancing food security, food safety and nutrition and improving the
general welfare of people around the world. We must ensure that our response
to COVID-19 does not unintentionally create unwarranted shortages of essential
items and exacerbate hunger and malnutrition.




India Fights Corona (Updates)
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COVID-19 Updates (Worldwide)

Efforts to find medicines, vaccines for COVID-19 pandemic continue
worldwide — All India Radio

EAM Dr S Jaishankar, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo speaks over
phone yesterday to discuss coordinated effort by India, US to respond to

COVID-19 Pandemic.

One more death due to COVID19 reported in #Bangladesh, taking total
number of infected cases to 54, recovered patients 25.

Iran issues a warning that the US is leading the Middle East to disaster, in
the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, after Washington deployed
Patriot air defence missiles to Irag- AFP

Iran coronavirus deaths pass 3,000: health ministry

Spain death toll tops 9,000 with 864 fatalities in 24 hours: govt

Britain says it will begin testing 25,000 people daily for COVID-19 as
criticism of the government grew over low numbers of testing compared
to other countries — AFP

Europe #coronavirus death toll tops 30,000: AFP tally

The pandemic has killed more than 1,700 New Yorkers and President
Donald Trump, a native of the city, warns in Washington of "a very, very
painful two weeks" to come for the entire country — AFP

US virus deaths pass 4,000: Johns Hopkins
Britain reports a record daily #coronavirus toll of 381, including a 13-year-

old boy, more than double the number of nationwide deaths posted in
the previous 24 hours. (AFP)
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Source:https://www.jagran.com/editorial/apnibaat-we-have-to-be-
sensitive-towards-workers-there-is-demand-for-humanity-
20155223 html
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Helping migrant workers in the midst of COVID-19 lockdown

-

There is no doubt that pictures of migrant workers walking back to their villages
from major cities are distressing. There is also no doubt that the situation needs
to be controlled as soon as possible. But there is a context to every problem that
needs to be understood to solve it. And this one is no different. When the 21
days lockdown was announced by PM Modi, all of us Indians knew that it comes
with its own set of costs- economic, social and emotional. And we all knew them.
Each day, we must remember that this lockdown isn’t for leisure but to fight a

war against a cross-border pandemic. Also worth noting that wars can’t be won
by an army alone (in this case our health workers and essential service
providers), but by all citizens collectively.

How are migrant workers thinking?

Thus, in war time, let’s understand ‘why’ this important challenge has come to
us midway and ‘what’ can we do as a country to resolve it? The challenge
definition is straight forward- hordes of migrant workers, that travel long
distances from their villages to cities for work, are making extra-ordinary efforts
to return to their family homes in the middle of this lockdown. From an
individual standpoint, it may make sense to do. Thanks to India’s efforts, Covid-
19 hasn’t spread at a pace that we have seen in western countries. With 1300
cases in a country of 1.3 billion, the probability of someone contracting corona
virus is extremely low- 0.0001%. So, an individual is rational to think that corona
won’t reach him.

Source:https://www.spmrf.org/helping-migrant-workers-in-the-midst-of-
covid-19-lockdown/
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CORONA WARRIOR

Koel Aajeevika Apparel Park, in the Aspirational District Palamu,
Jharkhand is providing masks at a large scale to the Health
Department.

These masks which are easy to sterilize, are available at low prices
to prevent people from Covid_19!




RSS Swayamsevaks distributing essentials to the needy people
during ‘Lockdown’




If you stay in,

The battle is almost won!
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